[Assays of arylsulfatase activity in psychotic patients. Review of the literature and results of a study of 22 patients].
After a clinical and biological description of arylsulfatase A and metachromatic leucodystrophy, we present the results of a study of leucocyte arylsulfatase A in a population of 22 adult psychotic inpatients. The patients, clinically defined, filled the criteria of DSM III of schizophrenic disorders. All of them were treated by neuroleptics. None of these 22 patients showed a level of arylsulfatase A different from the range of 27 healthy adult controls. These results differ from those of most precedent studies of arylsulfatase A in "psychiatric populations". Some explanations of this difference are suggested. The concept of "purely psychiatric" form of adult metachromatic leucodystrophy is discussed.